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CAKE WALK

Follow your sweet tooth on this
tour of Jaca's legendary bakeries.

1] La Fabrica, 2, makes a mean

tecla de Jaca, an airy almond
and honey confection that
serves as a light appetizer.
(=974 36 04 54. Open daily
10am-2pm and 5-9pm.)

La Imperial, C. Mayor, 14, on
the corner. Try the condes de
Jaca, triangles of pastry with
nata. (=36 01 99. Open daily
9:30am-2pm and 6-9pm.)

Horno Andrés, C. Obispo 10,
appears on the right. Saintly
fare, including tarta de queso
and tarta de arroz con leche.
(=36 19 52. Open daily
8:30am-2pm and 5-8:30pm.)

Echeto, Plaza de Catedralon.
Great for honey, pifion, and
besitos. (=36 03 43. Open
daily 9:30am-2:30pm and
4:30-9pm.)

Pasteleria San Nicolas, on C.
San Nicolés, 7, off Plaza Bis-
cos, is a great place for last-
minute items like Lazos de
Jaca.

include: Banco Santander Central Hispano, C. Primer
Viernes de Mayo (open Apr.-Sept. M-F 8:30am-2pm;
Oct.-Mar. M-F 8am-2pm, Sa 8:30am-1pm) with a 24hr.
ATM; police, C. Mayor, 24 (=974 35 57 58); medical ser-
vices at Centro de Salud, Po. de la Constituciéon, 6
(=974 36 07 95); Internet access at Ciber Civa, two
stores down from the tourist office on Av.
Regimiento de Galicia (974 35 67 75; €2 per hr.;
open M-Sa 11am-1:30pm and 5pm-midnight, Su 5:30-
10pm); public library at Biblioteca Municipal, C.
Levante 4 (=974 35 55 76; open M 5-9pm, Tu-F 11am-
1pm and 5-9pm, Sa 10:30am-1:30pm; July-Sept. also
M 1lam-1pm) has Internet access, first 30min. free;
and the post office, C. Pirineos, 8, just down the street
from the tourist office (=974 35 58 86; open M-F
8:30am-2:30pm, Sa 9:30am-1pm). Postal Code: 22700.

P [? ACCOMMODATIONS AND FOOD. Jaca’s
hostels and pensiones cluster around C. Mayor and
the cathedral. KlLa Casa del Arco ®, C. San Nicolas, 7,
provides cozy, clean rooms in an old stone house,
complete with candles, wicker stands, and wooden
floors. Look for the yellow building off Pl. de Ripa,
adjacent to Pl. de Biscos, just across the plaza from
the bus station. (=974 36 44 48. Reserve ahead. Break-
fast €4. Singles with shared bath €18-20; double with
private bath €50. Cash only.) To reach the old-fash-
ioned rooms of Hostal Paris @, C. San Pedro, 5, from
the bus station, head toward the cathedral. Look for
the sign to your right in the plaza. Rooms share hall
baths. (=974 36 10 20; www.jaca.com/hostalparis.
Breakfast €2.50. Reception open 7am-3am. Singles
€20; doubles €25; July 15-Sept. 15 and Semana
Santa €25/35. MC/V.) The remaining budget option in
Jaca is the Hostal Somport @, Echagaray, 11, which
has doubles with shared bathrooms. (=974 36 34 10.
Singles €25-35; doubles €45-50. MC/V.) Hotel Bucardo
@, Av. de Francia, 13, has bright, large rooms with
private baths and a common room that will relax any
weary traveler. From the bus station, walk along Av.
Jacetania toward the ciudadela and turn right onto
Av. de Francia; look for the big sign about two blocks
farther down. (=974 36 24 85; www.lospirineos.com/
bucardo. Breakfast included. Singles €24-30; doubles
€45-55; triples €54-70. MC/V.)

Bocadillos fill the menus on Av. Primer Viernes de
Mayo, and locals fill the cafes on Pl. de la Catedral.
KRestaurante Vegetariano El Arco ®, C. San Nicolas,
74, on the second floor of the Casa del Arco, serves
an outstandingly creative all-veggie menai (€11). Try
the cebolla asada con pisto y roquefort (roasted
onions with mixed vegetables in Roquefort sauce)
and top it off with a delicious banana smoothie.
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(Open M-Sa 1-3pm and 8:30-11:30pm.) Supermercado ALVI, C. Correos, 9, sells gro-
ceries. (Open M-Sa 9:30am-2pm and 5:30-8:30pm. V.)

TS EZ SIGHTS AND FESTIVALS. The whole western side of Jaca is dominated
by the pentagonal ciudadela, a military fortification from the 16th century con-
structed during the reign of Felipe II, complete with moat, curtain wall, arrow slits,
and replica cannon. The complex is still the site of the Command and Headquar-
ters of the 64th Galicia High Mountain Regiment, the oldest regiment in the Span-
ish military, though today it is tourist attraction. The park is free and open at all
times, but to get inside the ciudadela you must take a guided tour. (=974 36 30 18.
Open daily Apr.-June 11am-noon and 5-6pm. Group reservations available. €4.) A
number of other sights recall Jaca’s medieval grandeur, notably the Catedral de
Jaca, begun in the 11th century and one of the first Romanesque buildings of its
kind in Spain. The adjoining Museo Diocesano houses one of the most important
collections of medieval art in Europe. (PL de la Catedral, across the street from the
bus station. Museum currently undergoing renovations; cathedral open daily 8am-
1:30pm and 4-8pm. Group visits M-F 9:30-10am, noon-1:30pm, 4-6:30pm; Su 4-
6:30pm.) From the Cathedral, walk past Plaza Ripa onto Av. Jacetania and follow
it until you reach the Benedictine Iglesia de San Salvador y San Gines, which houses
the sarcophagus of Dona Sancha, daughter of King Ramiro I of Aragén.

F2 DAYTRIP FROM JACA: X MONASTERIO DE SAN JUAN DE LA PENA. It’s
hard to imagine walking to the secluded, spectacular Monasterio de San Juan de la
Peiia today, let alone 10 centuries ago when construction began. The monastery is
purposefully difficult to reach; an alleged Holy Grail, now stored in the cathedral
at Valencia, was concealed here for three centuries. Determined hermits hid the
original monastery, the monasterio viejo, high in a canyon 22km from Jaca and
maintained such extreme isolation that both the church and the chalice were kept
safe from invading Moors over the centuries. It's worth a visit, both for the impres-
sive drive from Jaca, with views of the Pyrenees’ snow-covered flanks rising in the
distance, and for the 10th-century underground church carved directly into the
rock and adjoining 12th-century cloister. The 17th-century monasterio alto sits
1.5km uphill; it is currently undergoing renovations and will reopen as the Centro
de Interpretacion de los Reyes de Aragon. (=974 35 51 19; www.monasteriosan-
juan.com. Open June daily 10am-2pm and 4-8pm; July-Aug. daily 10am-2:30pm and
3:30-8pm; Mar. 16-May and Sept.-Oct. 15 daily 10am-2pm and 4-7pm; Oct. 16-31
daily 10am-2pm and 4-5:30pm; Nov. 1-Mar. 15 Tu-Su 11am-Zpm and 4-5:30pm.
€4.50, includes entrance to church in Santa Cruz de la Ser6; €6 to include parking
lot shuttle.) Taxis (=974 36 28 48 or 609 34 44 66) will make the journey for €25
each way, or will add €3 for every 15 minutes they wait for you. In July or August,
park at the lot above the monastery; a shuttle transports visitors every 30min. from
the monasterio alto to the monasterio viejo (1.5km). The adventurous can catch
a bus from Jaca to Pamplona and ask to be dropped at the intersection with the
monastery road (CN 240, km 295). From there, it's a 7Tkm hike.

VALLE DE HECHO

Just west of Jaca, the craggy Valle de Hecho and its hamlets are an almost-forgot-
ten wilderness, with some of the best hiking and cycling opportunities in Aragoén.
Under the humid influence of the Atlantic, these western slopes and glacial valleys
facilitate dense forest growth, including the Selva de Oza, filled with beech and fir
trees. The only bus service to this picturesque valley is Alosa/La Oscensa bus (= 974
36 05 08) which leaves Jaca (M-Sa 6:50pm), stopping at Hecho (7:30pm) and Siresa
(7:40pm) before continuing to Ans6 (8pm). Every morning except Sunday, the bus
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